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bill would make these problems even 
worse. 

A majority of the public says they 
don’t want future elections to look like 
the last one—special situation, a pan-
demic. They don’t want future elec-
tions to look like the last one. The 
American people want security, and 
they want integrity. We want to trust 
that our elections are fair. 

That is why I have joined Senator 
SCOTT of Florida, Senator HYDE-SMITH, 
and Senator LUMMIS to introduce a bill 
specifically to give people more con-
fidence in our elections. It is called the 
Save Democracy Act. Our bill bans 
vote harvesting. It bans automatic reg-
istration. It requires at least a Social 
Security number to register to vote. 

Under our bill, States can’t just send 
out ballots in the mail based on old in-
formation. People could still vote by 
mail, as they do in my home State of 
Wyoming; they would just need to re-
quest a ballot. They wouldn’t get a bal-
lot automatically in the mail; they 
would have to request a ballot so that 
we know their information is up-to- 
date. These are the kind of common-
sense protections that our elections 
need. Our bill makes it actually harder 
to cheat, not easier. The Democrat’s 
bill makes it easier to cheat. 

At a time like this, when prices are 
too high, hiring is too low, the U.S. 
Senate has important work to do, the 
things that we hear about when we go 
home on weekends: What does it cost 
for gas? What does it cost for gro-
ceries? What does it cost to fill up your 
car? 

The American people want us to 
work on these bread-and-butter issues 
that affect their daily lives. They don’t 
want this partisan power grab that is 
going to be voted on in the Senate next 
week. They also don’t want the Senate 
wasting time on bills that cannot pass. 

It is time for the Democrats and the 
Democratic leader to focus on what the 
American people are asking us to focus 
on: bring down inflation, stop paying 
people more to not work than they 
would make if they were working, se-
cure our southern border, and leave our 
elections alone. That is what I hear at 
home, and I know that many of the 
Members are hearing the exact same 
thing as we work here to focus on what 
should be the future of a better, more 
prosperous America, not a one-sided 
America, with a domination of elec-
tions based on a law to make it easier 
to cheat. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Iowa. 
f 

RENEWABLE ENERGY 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, it is 
no secret that this Senator has been a 
leader in promoting renewable energy 
sources. Iowa has done even more to 
lead the Nation in biofuels production. 
This leads to a cleaner environment 
and really increases America’s energy 
independence. 

Last week, Reuters reported the 
Biden administration is considering 
ways to allow U.S. oil refiners to not 
meet their biofuel blending require-
ments. This same administration has 
proposed hundreds of billions of dollars 
in subsidies for electric vehicles but 
failed to include any support for 
biofuels infrastructure, which play a 
vital role in our Nation’s transpor-
tation sector as well as our efforts to 
reduce greenhouse gases. 

Need I remind my colleagues, Presi-
dent Biden promised in his campaign to 
‘‘promote and advance renewable en-
ergy, ethanol, and other biofuels to 
help rural America and our nation’s 
farmers.’’ President Biden is not keep-
ing that promise. 

Unfortunately, despite the adminis-
tration’s emphasis on the environment 
and climate, their recent actions con-
tradict that and undermine their entire 
credibility. The biofuel industry has 
proven that ethanol reduces green-
house gas emissions from motor fuel by 
almost half. 

Almost every vehicle on the road can 
run on at least E10 ethanol. Many re-
tailers are now selling more E15 eth-
anol and other higher blends like E85, 
if you have a vehicle that can use E85. 
Whether it is 10 percent, 15 percent, or 
85 percent, it is cleaner than 100 per-
cent petroleum. 

According to the Energy Information 
Administration, by 2050, 81 percent of 
new vehicle sales will still be gas-pow-
ered or flex fuel. 

In my introductory telephone con-
versation with EPA Administrator 
Regan, when he was nominated, he told 
me that biofuels are a major tool in the 
Biden administration’s plan to combat 
climate change. I stressed to him at 
that time the importance of the 
biofuels industry to both agriculture 
and energy, and Iowa happens to be the 
No. 1 producer of ethanol. 

No matter what the EPA or Big Oil 
says about the impact of its waivers to 
oil companies making billions in prof-
its, farmers and biofuel producers know 
and feel the negative impact. Any at-
tempt to exempt oil refiners from their 
biofuels obligation is a blatant bailout. 

The law is simple: Blend biofuels or 
buy credits from those who do. By add-
ing more biofuels to our energy mix, 
we can reduce emissions from dirty oil 
while keeping transportation costs low 
for working families. 

Unfortunately, despite the adminis-
tration’s emphasis on environment, it 
seems like biofuels don’t appear to be 
much of a priority and well short of 
what nominee at that time, now-EPA 
Director Regan said that it would be. 
Now it looks like labor unions have 
been co-opted by Big Oil, and we are 
doing their bidding in the White House. 

President Biden is now faced with a 
decision. He can lower greenhouse 
gases with biofuels or he can side with 
Big Oil to destroy biofuel demand by il-
legally tampering with the renewable 
fuel standard, just as we had problems 
with previous administrations, both 

Republican and Democratic—referring 
to what the Obama and Trump admin-
istrations did with the small refineries 
exemption. 

Whether it is labor unions or Big Oil, 
I won’t tire in standing up for home-
grown clean biofuels. I did that wheth-
er we had Democratic or Republican 
administrations. I will continue to ad-
vocate for Iowans and the biofuels be-
cause it strengthens U.S. energy inde-
pendence, makes for a cleaner environ-
ment, and creates jobs in rural Amer-
ica. 

I encourage President Biden, EPA 
Administrator Regan, and my col-
leagues from across the aisle to keep it 
clean. 

Does President Biden want to be 
known as ‘‘Big Oil’’ Biden? I don’t 
think he does. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Utah. 
f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
S. RES. 134 

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, for more 
than 100 years, throughout times of 
change, tumult, and uncertainty, there 
has been a constant: the special rela-
tionship between the United States and 
the United Kingdom. 

The UK has been one of our staunch-
est and most loyal allies. We have 
stood beside each other through two 
World Wars and the Cold War. In the 
21st century, the United States and the 
United Kingdom have become even 
stronger friends and partners, both in 
the fight against global terrorism and 
for freedom, peace, and prosperity. 

Now an opportunity lies before us to 
strengthen the relationship more than 
ever by securing a free-trade agree-
ment between our two nations, which 
is the purpose of the resolution before 
us today. The trading relationship be-
tween our countries is already really 
strong. For hundreds of years, it has 
been a force for economic prosperity 
and security for us both. 

In just 2019, the total trade in goods 
and services between our two countries 
totaled $273 billion, and the United 
Kingdom was the seventh largest trad-
ing partner of the United States in 
goods. Figures from that same year 
show that U.S. trade with the United 
Kingdom resulted in a $21.8 billion 
trade surplus. 

The United States and the United 
Kingdom, in fact, share the single larg-
est bilateral trade and investment rela-
tionship in the world. And now, with 
the UK’s newfound ability to negotiate 
independent free-trade deals, we have 
the opportunity to grow that relation-
ship even more. 

A free-trade agreement would allow 
even more goods and services to flow 
even more easily between our two 
countries. It would allow for expanded 
commercial partnerships and greater 
investments in emerging industries. It 
would serve as an even greater engine 
of prosperity and economic liberty on 
both sides of the Atlantic Ocean. 
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